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No stone
unturned
Stonewater’s PD-engineered cabinets have found a new
place to Unwind in Pune, discovers Simon Luckhurst
SET ACROSS 1,300M2 OF SPACE IN KOREGAON PARK,
Unwind is one of the biggest new additions to the nightlife
scene in Pune. Inviting guests from all walks to escape
from the hassles of daily life, the venue offers three very
different ways to unwind: partying the night away in the indoor
nightclub, enjoying an open-air concert in the live music area
or sipping cocktails at the rooftop bistro. Furthermore, the
venue is also serving as a new reference project for Indian
loudspeaker manufacturer, Stonewater. In early 2017, the
company launched two new loudspeaker series, Balance
DQG'HÀQLWLRQWKDWFDQERDVWWKHGLVWLQFWLRQRIEHLQJ
entirely designed and developed in the UK with British-made
transducer components.
Stonewater was already well known for its installation
work, having secured contracts in the past in India with
international outlets such as Starbucks, Burger King and
Domino’s. But having partnered with Precision Devices to
manufacturer its own line of PD-engineered loudspeakers last
\HDU6WRQHZDWHUKDVDQLPSRUWDQWÀUVWVKRZFDVHIRUWKHQHZ
series with Unwind.
Club owner Chetan Naik had a clear vision in mind for how
he wanted the new venue to sound, with each area providing
contrasting offerings. The internal space was destined to
become a nightclub with an emphasis placed on top-quality
audio; outside would be a live music venue with more
space and freedom to move around; and the bistro terrace
would be a chillout zone providing a laid-back atmosphere.
Despite strong competition, the contract was awarded to
Stonewater following extensive listening tests with the owner.
Stonewater’s director of marketing, Vikram Shetty, then
approached consultant Milind Raorane to aid in execution,

admitting that the pair share a mindset and belief in creating
a fresh aural experience in every assignment or project that
comes their way.
‘My interaction with Milind started at a very early stage in the
evolution of Stonewater,’ say Mr Shetty. ‘I quickly realised that
KHKDVDJUHDWVFLHQWLÀFXQGHUVWDQGLQJRIWKHLQQHUZRUNLQJV
of loudspeakers, and an intuition for acoustic spaces and the
interactions between the room and speakers. Combining these
skills with our high-performance products gives us a serious
edge over our competitors. The club regularly hosts some of
the best domestic and international DJs. Great DJs and a very
well-designed audio solution are the most important elements
for the success of a club like this.’
‘The competition was stiff and we really had to make a
difference,’ adds Mr Raorane. ‘That difference came in our
thought process and our approach towards understanding
both the electro and room acoustics. For me, the appeal
of Stonewater is in the attention it gives to product design,
sales and after-sales support. Its products can be compared
to any A-list global loudspeaker brand. They offer high-grade
components, build quality and intense product evaluation.’
As well as stiff competition from other brands, the project
presented Mr Raorane with a number of acoustic challenges
to overcome, as the indoor space forms a semi-pyramid shape
that creates lots of additional ‘pockets’. This was remedied by
using extensive acoustic modelling and treatment.
‘After internal discussions, we proposed an acoustic
measurement of the indoor space, primarily checking the
room for spectral RT60 reverberation time and standing
waves,’ recalls the consultant. The client was present
throughout this process, which Mr Raorane feels was

Outside in the live arena
invaluable in helping convey the need for proper acoustic
WUHDWPHQW¶:HDOVRSURSRVHGDQHIÀFLHQWDUUDQJHPHQW
DQGTXDQWLW\RIVSHDNHUV·KHDGGV¶,EHOLHYHRXUVFLHQWLÀF
and methodical approach ultimately convinced the client to
DSSURYHWKHGHVLJQDQGFRQÀJXUDWLRQ·
The nightclub space was fully treated using bespoke foam
wedge traps of three different sizes in order to address
different bands in the frequency spectrum. The acoustic
team’s focus then shifted to installing the cabling and
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The view from the DJ booth

The relaxed lounge terrace

mounting the speakers, with every step of the process
periodically monitored and checked. The entire project
was completed in just two-and-a-half months. ‘It was pretty
fast track and decisions made along the way were done so
quickly,’ recalls Mr Raorane.
-XVWVL[LQFK6WRQHZDWHU'HÀQLWLRQVXEZRRIHUV
²IRXUXQGHUQHDWKDUDLVHGSRGLXPWKDWVWUDGGOHVWKHEDU
and the other two at the rear of the room – provide enough
low-end energy to keep guests partying until the early hours.

)XOOUDQJHFDELQHWVLQFOXGHVL[ZD\LQFK%DODQFHV
GHSOR\HGLQDTXDGDUUDQJHPHQWZKLOHIRXUZD\LQFK
670HQFORVXUHVSURYLGHDGGLWLRQDOÀOOV
‘Due to the laws of electro-acoustics, any audio system
GHVLJQLVÁXLGDQGSOHDVDQWWRWKHHDUVZKHQWKHUHLVSKDVH
FRKHUHQFHWLPHDOLJQPHQWDEURDGIUHTXHQF\UHVSRQVHDQG
the optimum headroom for dynamics,’ explains Mr Raorane.
¶:HDFKLHYHGWKLVDW8QZLQGE\VHOHFWLQJVSHFLÀFVSHDNHU
sizes and using highly accurate placement.’

7KHRXWGRRUOLYHDUHQDXWLOLVHVDÁH[LEOH)2+IRUPDWHQOLVWLQJ
DYDULHW\RI6WRQHZDWHUFDELQHWVGHSHQGLQJRQWKHW\SHRI
music and size of the audience. To ensure aural consistency
ZLWKWKHLQGRRUQLJKWFOXEWKLVDUHDDOVRXVHGSURGXFWVIURP
6WRQHZDWHU·V%DODQFHDQG'HÀQLWLRQVHULHV7KHWHUUDFH
ELVWURPHDQZKLOHKRXVHVDVPDOOHUEDFNJURXQGPXVLF
system formed from eight ceiling-mounted 8-inch STM008s
DQGIRXULQFK0LFURVXEVXEZRRIHUV
7KHQHZDXGLRV\VWHPLQVLGHWKHQLJKWFOXEZDVUHSRUWHGO\
DQLQVWDQWKLWZLWKUHVLGHQW'-VDQGWKHVXEMHFWRIPXFK
FRPPHQGDWLRQE\LQWHUQDWLRQDOYLVLWRUV¶9LVLWLQJ'-VDQG
SDWURQVKDYHUDYHGDERXWWKHVRXQGH[SHULHQFH·FRQÀUPV
0U5DRUDQH¶0DQ\RIWKHPKDYHVSHFLÀFDOO\PHQWLRQHG
experiencing fatigue-free listening for long hours inside the
FOXE]RQH7KLVZDVDYDOXDEOHLQVLJKWLQWRWKHFOXEJRHUV·
psyche, showing that they can certainly decipher the difference
EHWZHHQDJRRGV\VWHPGHVLJQDQGDPHGLRFUHMRE·
Likewise, the initial vision of Unwind’s Mr Naik appears to have
EHHQPHWDVKHDGPLWVWKDWWKHVRXQGTXDOLW\KDVEHFRPHWKH
venue’s main USP. ‘We are extremely pleased with the audio
TXDOLW\RIWKH6WRQHZDWHUV\VWHPZKLFKKDVEHHQWKHVXEMHFW
RIDORWRISRVLWLYHDWWHQWLRQIURPPDQ\JXHVW'-VERWKIURP
,QGLDDQGDEURDG·KHH[SODLQV¶,WLVWLJKWFOHDQSRZHUIXODQG
it doesn’t hurt our ears, even when playing really loud. We were
also very impressed with the high degree of professionalism,
SDVVLRQDQGDWWHQWLRQWRGHWDLOGLVSOD\HGE\WKH6WRQHZDWHU
team and Milind Raorane.’
:LWKWKH6WRQHZDWHUQDPHEHFRPLQJLQFUHDVLQJO\IDPLOLDULQ
the Indian pro audio market, projects such as Unwind are key
to its continued success. ‘Every installation is important to us,
EHLWVPDOORUODUJHDQGHYHU\SURMHFWJRHVWKURXJKDFORVHO\
managed process that ensures it is designed and executed
to the highest quality and technical standards,’ says the
6WRQHZDWHUPDUNHWLQJGLUHFWRU¶+DYLQJVDLGWKDWWKLVSDUWLFXODU
SURMHFWKDVWKHSRWHQWLDOWRFRQWULEXWHVLJQLÀFDQWO\WRWKH
YLVLELOLW\RIRXUEUDQG$ODUJHSURMHFWLIH[HFXWHGZHOOGHÀQLWHO\
does not go unnoticed.’
7KHXQLTXHEXVLQHVVPRGHOSUHVHQWHGE\6WRQHZDWHU
ZKLFKDLPVWREOHQGKLJKTXDOLW\DXGLRIURP(XURSHDQPDGH
components with a price point that suits the local region,
FHUWDLQO\VHHPVWREHPDNLQJZDYHV
¶7KLVDPRQJRWKHUUHDVRQVKDVOHGWRXVEHLQJWKHEUDQGRI
choice for several major companies in the entertainment and
retail industry,’ concludes Mr Shetty. ‘We currently have multiple
SURMHFWVXQGHUZD\LQ'HOKL0XPEDL3XQHDQG%DQJDORUHHDFK
RIZKLFKZLOOEHDXQLTXHLQVWDOOLQWKHPVHOYHV·
www.stonewaterindia.com
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